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Consultation on the future of Sportsmark, Activemark and the introduction of a new Sports Partnership Mark
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	Contact Details
	If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you should contact the PE and School Sports Team on pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​). 
1	Executive Summary
1.1	    The Departments for Education and Skills and for Culture, Media and Sport together with Sport England are consulting on proposals to revamp Sportsmark and Activemark and introduce a new Sports Partnership Mark.  The schemes audit and recognise, by kite marking, schools’ commitment to PE and school sport, including out-of-hours sports activities.
1.2	The plan is to introduce the new arrangements in 2006, following a pilot run in 2005 to test the system.  Ahead of the introduction of the new arrangements, schools which already hold an award will be able to apply to extend their kite mark.  Fundamentally, change is needed because:a. the awards were developed some time ago when little other investment was being made into school sport;b. the Government is now making a massive investment into PE and school sport and is delivering the national school sport strategy;c. the current schemes duplicate some of the information now collected by the annual national strategy survey;d. the current schemes focus on the provision schools offer, rather than what children actually do; ande. the current schemes are expensive to run and could only continue if funds were diverted away from the front line.
1.3	The consultation:a. seeks views on what the revamped kite marks should be called;b. proposes that the revamped kite marks should be linked to the annual national strategy survey, with interim arrangements until all schools are within a School Sport Partnership;c. proposes the establishment of a small panel to agree each year the standards schools and partnerships will need to demonstrate in order to be awarded one of the kite marks; andd. seeks views on how the revamped kite marks should be validated to ensure rigour.
1.4	Set out below are the key factors we envisage would determine whether schools and partnerships are awarded one of the kite marks.ActivemarkThe percentage of pupils participating in at least 2 hours high quality PE and school sport in a typical week. The amount of PE curriculum time per week at each key stage. The percentage of pupils participating regularly in inter-school sports competitions.Sportsmark (In addition to all of the Activemark factors)The links a school has with sports clubs. The percentage of pupils participating in a sports club linked to the school.  The percentage of pupils actively involved in sports volunteering and leadership.Sports Partnership Mark 100% of partnership schools must complete the annual survey.  At least 85% of pupils in 2006, 90% in 2007 and 95% in 2008, across the partnership, must be spending at least 2 hours a  week on high quality PE/sport.  At least half of the partnership’s primary schools must have been awarded an Activemark.  All of the partnership’s secondary schools must have been awarded a Sportsmark.  The partnership's ability to work collaboratively with other agencies will also be taken into account.
1.5	The consultation runs from Monday 4 October 2004 to Friday 7 January 2005.  To respond to the consultation comments can be:Posted To – Mike Diaper, PE, School Sport and Club Links Project Director, Department for Education and Skills, 3rd Floor Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT (envelopes should be clearly marked “Sportsmark/Activemark”);Emailed To – pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​) (the subject box should include “Sportsmark/Activemark”).Faxed To – +44 (0) 207 925 7419 (faxes should be marked for the attention of Mike Diaper, PE, School Sport and Club Links Project Director and be clearly marked “Sportsmark/Activemark").
1.6	A summary of the consultation responses will be available from www.teachernet.gov.uk/pe (​http:​/​​/​www.teachernet.gov.uk​/​pe​) on Friday 28 January 2005.  
2	Background and Context
2.1	This paper sets out the Department for Education and Skills, Department for Culture, Media and Sport and Sport England’s proposals to revamp Sportsmark and Activemark and to also introduce a new Sports Partnership Mark.  The changes are designed to: build on the best elements of the existing schemes; ensure the schemes meet the changing needs of schools; and support the national Physical Education, School Sport and Club Links (PESSCL) strategy.  The schemes audit and recognise, by kite marking, schools’ commitment to PE and school sport, including out-of-hours sports activities.
2.2	The plan is to have the new arrangements in place by the summer term 2006 with the first awards announced in the autumn term 2006.  We intend to test out the new arrangements via a pilot run during the summer and autumn terms 2005.  However, no awards would be issued as a result of the pilot run.  What we would be testing would be the systems rather than asking schools to undertake any work.
2.3	Schools that hold a current Sportsmark or Activemark award will be able to apply for an extension to their award, until the new arrangements are introduced, via a fast track application.  Simple and concise application forms are available from co-ordinator@creatingexcellence.co.uk (​mailto:co-ordinator@creatingexcellence.co.uk​).
2.4	Sportsmark – targeted at secondary schools – was launched by Sport England in 1996 and Activemark – aimed at the primary sector – was subsequently launched by them in 2000.  Special Schools can apply for either mark.  Both schemes include a gold category and Sportsmark also has a distinction category, both of which seek to celebrate additional accomplishment.  
2.5	Currently 1,512 schools have a Sportsmark (24 with distinctions) and 269 hold the gold award (14 with distinctions).  In addition, 1,078 schools have an Activemark and 731 have the gold award.  A further 945 Activemark applications are under consideration and the results will be announced in November 2004.  Overall, 5% of Sportsmark holders and 3% of Activemark holders are special schools.
2.6	Schools applying for either of the schemes have had to submit an application auditing their provision. The application is then assessed, moderated and validated.  The process starts with a desk assessment and moderation.  Awards are then validated either by telephone dialogue and/or site visits.
2.7	The Government and Sport England firmly believe that schools should receive recognition for delivering high quality PE and school sport, in and out of the curriculum.  Parents in particular value the additional things schools offer their children that help to enrich their learning and lives.  Sportsmark and Activemark have played a valued and important role in kite marking PE and school sport provision.  Schools have high regard for the schemes and believe they have helped enhance the position and quality of PE and sport.  
2.8	So why do the schemes have to change?  Fundamentally, change is needed because:Sportsmark and Activemark were developed 8 and 4 years ago during a time when little other investment was being made into school sport; in other words they filled a vacuum; the Government is now making a massive investment and delivering the national PESSCL1  strategy to ensure all children spend a minimum of 2 hours a week on high quality PE and school sport2 ; an ambitious Public Service Agreement (or PSA) target has been set to increase the percentage of 5-16 year olds who do this to 75% by 2006 and 85% by 2008; 50% of schools in England are  already benefiting from the strategy ahead of 100% coverage by 2006 the schemes' application process duplicates some of the information now collected by the annual PESSCL survey3  completed each year by schools benefiting from the national strategy; clearly, wherever possible, we should seek to reduce to a minimum the burden placed on our schools and avoid duplication; Sportsmark and Activemark to date have only focused on the provision schools offer rather than what children and young people actually do; the entire thrust of the school accountability system is to measure and reward schools for the outcomes pupils achieve; and the current schemes are relatively expensive to run and could only continue to be funded in their present forms by diverting funds away from schools; the Government and Sport England believe this would not be desirable.1 - For more information on the national PE, School Sport and Club Links strategy visit www.teachernet.gov.uk/pe or www.culture.gov.uk/sport/school_sport.
2 - Within and beyond the curriculum.
3 - The results of the first PESSCL survey were published on 29 April 2004 and are avilable from www.teachernet.gov.uk/pe
2.9	Whilst the existing schemes must change, the future direction and shape of Sportsmark, Activemark and indeed the introduction of a new Sports Partnership Mark, will be influenced and guided by this consultation exercise.   
2.10	The Departments for Education and Skills and for Culture, Media and Sport together with Sport England’s proposal to revamp Sportsmark, Activemark and introduce a new Sports Partnership Mark.  The schemes audit and recognise, by kite marking, schools’ commitment to PE and school sport.
3	The Proposals
3.1	The key objective must be to ensure the revamped Sportsmark and Activemark schemes and the proposed new Sports Partnership Mark become – as the existing schemes have – something that is valued by schools and their partners (including pupils and parents).
3.2	We would welcome views on what the revamped schemes and the new Sports Partnership Mark should be called.  Should the existing brands – Sportsmark/Activemark – be retained and a new Sports Partnership Mark introduced?  Or should the kite marks be re-branded to reflect and underline the changes being made?  For example should PE be included within the brand? Question Number 1 – What should the revamped kite mark schemes and the new partnership award be called?  
3.3	Special schools catering for primary aged children will be eligible for an Activemark (or whatever the revamped mark is called), those catering for secondary aged children for a Sportsmark (or whatever the revamped mark is called) and special schools which cater for both primary and secondary aged pupils (as many do) would be eligible to receive both awards.  
3.4	We propose that the gold and distinction categories should be discontinued.  We do appreciate that schools have valued this additional recognition but they are expensive to administer and do place an additional burden on schools.Question Number 2a – Do you agree that the gold and distinction categories should be discontinued?  Question Number 2b – If you wish to see them retained, how would you administer and fund them?
3.5	We propose that the development of the awards should be guided by the following principles:accessible to all schools (including independent schools) in England4 ; easy to apply for and award; effectively and easily validated; inexpensive to ensure funds are not diverted from the front line (i.e. schools); primarily recognise schools which enable (and are able to demonstrate) all or most of their pupils spend a minimum of two hours a week on high quality PE and school sport within and beyond the curriculum – i.e. the overall aim of the national PESSCL strategy; be awarded annually through the PESSCL survey; interim arrangements will be put in place until all maintained schools are within a School Sport Partnership and thus taking part in the annual survey5; arrangements will also be put in place to allow independent schools to apply for the revamped awards; and help schools identify areas for action and improvement.  Question Number 3 – Do you agree with the guiding principles for developing the awards?Question Number 4 – Do you agree that the award of the kite marks should be linked to the annual PESSCL survey?4 - As education and sport are devolved matters the Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland Office are responsible for what happens in the Principality, Scotland and Northern Ireland.
5 - All maintained schools in England are due to be in a School Sport Partnership by 2006. 
3.6	Linking the revamped kite marks and the new partnership mark to the annual PESSCL survey will avoid duplication and ensure the burden placed on schools is kept to a minimum.  All schools within School Sport Partnerships complete the survey each year during the summer term.  Currently, 50% of English schools are within a partnership and all schools will be within the programme by 2006.  So how will the revamped schemes be run?   Sportsmark and ActivemarkSchools – within a School Sport Partnership – which complete the PESSCL survey6 – will automatically be assessed and, where they meet the required standards, awarded one of the kite marks.  They will not have to submit a separate application form or provide any additional information.  This will reduce the burden placed upon these schools significantly, as they won’ t, have to apply separately for one of the kite marks.  Until all schools are within a partnership, and thus taking in the annual survey, interim arrangements will need to be put in place to allow schools outside of the School Sport Partnership programme to apply for one of the kite marks.  These schools will be asked to complete a simple online application requesting the same information as the annual PESSCL survey; Independent schools7 will be able to complete a simple online application to apply for one of the kite marks.Sports Partnership MarkThe Sports Partnership Mark will only be open to School Sport Partnerships and, again, will be assessed and awarded via the survey with no additional application process.6 - It is a grant condition that all schools within a School Sport Partnership must complete the PESSCL survey each year. 
7 - Apart from City Technology Colleges, City Colleges for the Arts and Academies who will be assessed via the annual survey.




e. gifted and talented?
f. religion?
g. special educational needs?
h. any other group?What is the total number of pupils in each year group currently registered as gifted and talented because of their ability in PE and/or school sport?What is the total number of pupils in each year group actively involved in sport volunteering and leadership this academic year?
3.8	Award Standards – Each year, a small panel will meet to agree the standards schools and partnerships will need to demonstrate in order to be awarded one of the kite marks.  We propose that the panel should be made up of:1 primary school head teacher; 1 secondary school head teacher; 1 representative from the Department for Education and Skills; 1 representative from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport; 1 representative from Sport England; 1 representative from the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority; 1 representative from the Youth Sport Trust; 1 representative from the PE professional associations8; and 1 representative from a national governing body of sport.Question Number 5 – Is the membership of the standards panel right?8 - PEAUK and BAALPE
3.9	For example, the panel will decide on the percentage level of pupils spending at least two hours a week on high quality PE and school sport that schools and partnerships will need to be able to demonstrate in order to be awarded a kite mark.  The standards will not be published ahead of the survey/application round and will be set above the national averages.  So, based on the 2003-04 survey, schools would have to be able to demonstrate that more than 62% (the national average) of their pupils were spending at least 2 hours in a typical week on high quality PE and school sport.  But we envisage that the panel would set the percentage mark well above this national average.
3.10	All 10 survey questions will be taken into account in setting the standard.  But we propose that the following will be the key factors that will be used to determine whether schools or partnerships are awarded one of the kite marks.Activemark The percentage of pupils participating in at least 2 hours high quality PE and school sport in a typical week.The amount of PE curriculum time at each key stage.The percentage of pupils participating regularly in inter-school sports competitions and or activities.Sportsmark In addition to all of the Activemark factors: The links a school has with sports clubs;The percentage of pupils participating in a sports club linked to the school;The percentage of pupils actively involved in sports volunteering and leadership.Sports Partnership Mark 100% of partnership schools must complete the annual PESSCL survey.At least 85% of pupils in 2006, 90% in 2007 and 95% in 2008, across the partnership, must be spending at least 2 hours in a typical week on high quality PE and school sport.At least half of the partnership’s primary schools must have been awarded an Activemark.All of the partnership’s secondary schools must have been awarded a Sportsmark.The partnership's ability to work collaboratively with other agencies (for example local sports clubs or leisure services) to enhance opportunities for young people9.
School and partnerships will need to have evidence to demonstrate that they have met the required standard.Question Number 6 – Are the key factors for determining whether schools and partnerships are awarded a kite mark right?9 - We envisage that evidence to support collaborative working will be drawn from the annual reports all School Sport Partnerships are required to submit once a year.
3.11	Validation – We believe that, in order to have creditability, the award of the revamped schemes and the new partnership mark must but have rigour.  We would welcome views on how to ensure this.  Broadly, there seem to be two key options.  First, additional rigour could be built into the annual PESSCL survey by checking a percentage sample of responses.  This would add value to the overall data collection and ensure that rigour was applied across the entire survey, not just to those schools that are likely to receive one of the kite marks.  This could be done through a mix of telephone calls and site visits.  Schools and partnerships would be asked to provide evidence to support their survey results.  Second, rigour could be achieved outside of the survey by again sampling 10% of schools or partnerships identified as meeting the required standard for the kite marks.  This could be done through peer review and/or by external validators.  Question 7 – How should the revamped kite marks and new partnership mark be validated?
4	How To Respond
4.1	The consultation exercise will run from Monday 4 October 2004 to Friday 7 January 2005 (14 weeks).  All response received up until 5 pm on Friday 7 January 2005 will be taken into account.  
4.2	To respond to the consultation, comments can be:Posted to Mike Diaper, PE, School Sport and Club Links Project Director, Department for Education and Skills, 3rd Floor Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT (envelopes should be clearly marked “Sportsmark/Activemark”);Emailed to pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​) (the subject box should include “Sportsmark/Activemark”).Faxed to +44 (0) 207 925 7419 (faxes should be marked for the attention of Mike Diaper, PE, School Sport and Club Links Project Director and be clearly marked “Sportsmark/Activemark")
5	Additional Copies
5.1	Additional copies of the consultant document can be ordered from the PE and School Sport Team at the Department for Education and Skills (Email - pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:pe.sport@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​)) or downloaded from www.teachernet.gov.uk/pe (​http:​/​​/​www.teachernet.gov.uk​/​pe​).
6	Plans for making results public
6.1	A summary of the consultation responses will be available on www.teachernet.gov.uk/pe (​http:​/​​/​www.teachernet.gov.uk​/​pe​) from Friday 28 January 2005.  


